Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GABORO 02831 080910Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
10-13 ACDA-12 /089W 

011451 091008Z/12 

R 080726Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3093 
INFO AMEMBASSY DARESSALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GABORONE 2831 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, RH, BC 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA/RHODESIA CLASH AT KAZUNGULA 

1 . PRESIDENT'S OFFICE RELEASED FOLLOWING STATEMENT SEPTEMBER 

6: QUOTE: AT ABOUT 1:00 THIS AFTERNOON THE BDF OBSERVATION POINT 
AT KAZUNGULA SAW A CONTINGENT OF RHODESIAN REBEL FORCES ADVANC- 
ING FROM THE RHODESIAN SIDE TOWARDS THE BOTSWANA BORDER IN LAND- 
ROVERS AND OTHER MILITARY VEHICLES. THE REBEL FORCES THEN TOOK 
POSITIONS CLOSE TO THE BORDER FENCE AND STARTED FIRING AT BDF 
POSITIONS ON THE BOTSWANA SIDE. THE BDF RETURNED FIRE AND 
SHOOTING CONTINUED FOR ABOUT FORTY MINUTES. THERE WERE NO 
CASUALITIES ON THE BOTSWANA SIDE. UNQUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE WAS ABLE TO FURNISH NO FURTHER INFORMA 

TION IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSY INQUIRY. INCIDENT IS UNUSUAL IN 
THAT GOB ALLEGES IT INVOLVED ADVANCE OF COLUMN OF MILITARY VE- 
HICLES RATHER THAN SIMPLE EXCHANGE OF FIRE FROM FIXED INSTALLA- 
TIONS. FOLLOWING AS IT DOES ON THE AIR RHODESIA CRASH, 
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THIS INCIDENT MAY OCCASION MORE THAN THE USUAL INCREASE 
IN TENSION ALONG RHODESIA/BOTSWANA BORDER. 
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